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Abstract
There is a mass appeal of social media on the Internet in recent times. 
Perhaps, this is due to the gradually increasing amount of time that 
undergraduate students spend on the Internet to the detriment of their 
studies. The study, therefore, investigated socioeconomic Status and use of 
social media by undergraduates in Redeemer's University, Osun State, 
Nigeria. The study adopted a descriptive survey research design of the 
correlational type. Data were collected from 121 undergraduates of the 
Redeemer's University with the use of a structured questionnaire with 
Cronbach alpha [a = 0.78J. Data analysis was done using frequency count 
and percentage distribution to answer the research question 1 - 3  white the 
Pearson's Correlation Coefficient at 0.05 level of significance was used to 
answer the research question 4. The main social media use by the 
undergraduates includes Facebook (100.0%), WhatsApp (86.8%), Ebuddy 
and (82.6%). Socio-economic Status of afßuence for undergraduates' use of 
social media include: dignifying parental occupation, parental educational 
qualißcation, and steady monthly allowance. The students used social media
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for chatting (71.9%), checking through wall/news (76.9%), sharing 
Information, fites, photos, and documents (100.0%). Socio-economic Status 
has significant relationship with use of social media (r = .816”; df = 120; p <
0.05). The undergraduates use different types of social media for leisure, 
entertainment and knowledge sharing. It was, therefore, recommended that 
university authorities should seek to appreciate the use of social media for 
academic purposes; researchers should focus more on studies of social media 
use in education, and so on.
Keywords: Socioeconomic Status, social media, Internet, undergraduates
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IntroductionIn the Information Age that often refers to as 21st Century, Infor­mation and communication technologies (ICTs) has become a potent force in the trans- formation of the social, eco­nomic and political life of people across the globe. More and more, development strategies are based on the need for deve- loping countries to embrace information technology both as a way to avoid further economic and social marginalisation and to offer opportunities for both growth and diversification of human economies. The uneven distribution of these technologies within societies and across the world has been termed "the digital divide". It reflects a division between the informa­tion "haves” and "have nots” on many areas that often overlap within countries by race, ethnic group, socio-economic dass, age,

religion, and gender, between countries; and globally, between those who have access to abundant information resources and those who do not have.t Undergraduates and other information users in developing countries appear to dominate the central point of reference in the digital divide, further re- moved from the Information Age than the non-students and other information users whose po- verty they share. The dass gap in the digital divide is of increasing concern. If access to and use of new technologies is at the change directly linked to social and economic development, then it is imperative to ensure that under­graduates and other information users in developing countries understand the significance of new technologies and their uses.This research, therefore, is aimed at investigating under­graduates’ perceptions of the use of social media in the learning
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer's ... j 1 2 9 9 ;process at the university level. It is also aimed at ascertaining the alternative social media that un- dergraduate students visit more often for academic matters and other private purposes. The research was borne out of the need to investigate what could be responsible for the inability of appropriate authorities to successfully integrate the use of social media into the university education System in Nigeria. Particular attention was paid to variables of socio-economic Status as it affects the use of social media for academic pur­poses by undergraduates in Re­deemer's University, Osun State, Nigeria.There are countless Pro­blems of social media usage among undergraduate students which has recently been the major focus of attention world- wide. Issues of cyber fraud, cyberbullying, cyber insecurity, identity thefts, pornography and many other negative influences associated with social media, in general, have been a cause of concern for stakeholders in universities among who are lec- turers, scholars and authorities worldwide. Rank (2014) which is a continually updated average of

each website’s Alexa Global Traffic Rank, and U.S. Traffic Rank from both Compete and 
Quantcast include Facebook, Twitter, Linkedln, Pinterest, Tumblr, Instagram, VK, Flickr, Vine, Meetup, Tagged, Ask.FM, MeetMe, and ClassMates. Most students typically use just one or two social media and do not change their profiles often. They are not very concerned about privacy and security issues, perhaps because their common practice is to place access restrictions on their social media profiles. They participate in a limited number of social media groups (one of five) and average about an hour a day using social media networks. Within this framework, students keep in touch with literally hundreds of widely dispersed friends - most of whom they have already met in person.Several studies have been done on how social media influence the communication process among students in higher institutions of learning. Many parents are worried that undergraduates in Nigerian universities now-adays spend too much time on Facebook and other social media for mere
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1 3 0 0 (  Nigerian Journal of Library and Information Sciencesocial interaction, leisurely entertainment and not e-nough time studying. It has been generally observed by stake- holders in the Nigerian edu- cation sector among those who are lecturers and librarians that most students cannot even spend up to an hour in many instances without checking or updating their profiles on social media. Yet, the students do not dedicate enough time to various academic activities both within and outside the university environments. Some researchers even perceived that under- graduate students from a very rieh or averagely rieh family background could afford to buy expensive ICT devices such as laptops, smartphones and other tools to access and use social media, and as such spend a longer amount of time on social networking than students from poor family background without smartphones. Despite all these submissions, there is a dearth of studies on the influence of socio- economic Status on the use of social media by undergraduates in Nigerian universities. Such an empirical study is necessary to obtain Information for policy- making by management of tertiary institutions in Nigeria,

including Redeemer’s University, on how to harness social media for the educational advance- ment of undergraduates.With advances in tech- nology, more Information becomes available to the public through a wide ränge of channels. Users can access information not only through traditional, printed sources but also sources in various formats via the Internet. There are increasing concerns on the use of social media for Internet crimes ranging from hacking to recruitment for terrorism. Though there is high usage of social media by Nige­rian students, it did not necessarily mean that they are using it for academic pursuits. Facebook and WhatsApp have emerged as the most populär and widely used social media by university students. Hence, stu­dents believed that social media is an essential medium that helps them to interact, commu- nicate and expose themselves to pornography. This is a dange- rous trend as it negatively influenced them to engage in bad attitudes. Similarly, there is a high frequency of usage of social media by Nigerian undergraduates. There is another danger in hours
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer's ... 1 3 0 1spent surfing the net, the am ount of which will affect their academ ic output. This addiction of undergraduate students to the use of social media could be linked to their socio-economic Status in the same way that socio-economic Status has also been linked to students’ academic imbalance in school (APA Bulletin, 2009).Thus, socioeconomic Sta­tus is not that important to build new networks but it is certainly helpful to maintain existing networks (APA Bulletin, 2009). Undergraduates’ socio-econo­mic background may greatly influence their online addictive behaviour since the individual’s economic viability determines the quality and quantity as well as how long a good Service could be consumed. Thus, undergrad- duates’ access to funds and Provision of technological equip- ment by parents and caregivers may influence their high use of information technology, devices and in turn have direct access to social networking sites. The socio-economic Status could be described as several measur.es of inequality, practice, education, and advocacy (APA Bulletin, 2009). Thus, socioeconomic Sta­

tus is concerned with an individual's activities and fee- lings of self-worth that shape him as an economically active person.Culture, social background, religion and education are the main elements that are explored by socio-economists. They present the economic activity and the economic classes within society and indicate the stage of deve­lopment of multi-culturalism and Integration within the developed States and the developing econom ies. Socio­economic factors, also widely spoken of as SES (Socio­economic Status), is two things: (1) Financial resources or income; and (2) level of e d u c a t i o n  ( S h i s h e h g a r ,  Dolatian, Majd and Bakhtiary, 2014). Socio-economic Status is an economic and sociological combined total measure of a person's work experience and an individual or family’s economic and social position concerning others, based on income, education, and occupation (APA Bulletin, 2009).When placing a family or individual into one of these categories, any or all of the three variables (income, education
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Nigerian Journal of Library and Information Science1302and occupation) can be assessed. Additionally, low income and little education have shown to be strong predictors of a ränge of physical, mental and psychological issues that a person may pass through at a time. These may be due to environmental conditions in schools/workplaces, or in the case of mental disturbances, that the entire cause of a person's social predicament may begin with (Shishehgar eta l, 2014).Undergraduates’ socio- economic background may greatly influence their online addictive behaviour since the individual’s economic viability determines the quality and quantity as well as how long a good and Service could be consumed. Thus, student’s access to funds and Provision of technological equipment by parents and caregivers may influence their excessive use of Computers and in turn, SNSs use. The socio-economic Status could be described as some measures of inequality, practice, education, and advocacy (APA Bulletin, 2009). However, the relation- ship between parental socio- economic Status and youth online addictive behaviour itself is unclear. Northwestern Univer- sity recently published research

state that social networking sites are not affecting students' GPAs. Ethnie background and parental education appear to have more of an influence than the amount of time used on social network­ing sites. Northwestern re- searchers believe that "social networking use did not affect the difference in GPAs between male and female or white and African American students. When researchers controlled the demographic of parental education, there seemed to be a positive relationship between Internet use and GPA.
Research QuestionsThe following research ques­tions have been answered in the study:1. What are the types of social media used by undergraduates in Redeemer's University?2. What is the socio-economic Status of undergraduates at Redeemer’s University?3. What are the activities that undergraduates in Redee­mer’s University carry out on social media?4. What is the relationship between socio-economic Status and the use of social media by undergraduates in Redeemer's University?
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer's ... 1303;
MethodologyThe descriptive survey research design of correlational type was adopted in the study. The population of the study consists of- all 300 level undergraduate students in Redeemer’s Univer- sity who have been sufficiently integrated into the university educational Programme for about three years. A two-stage sampling technique was adop­ted to ensure equal allocation of three departments to each of the three Colleges in the University.The departments include Econo­mics, Political Science and
ResultsThe response rate on demographic information of the respondents is presented in Table 1.
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Age, Gender, Marital 
Status and Religion___________ ________________

Age categories Frequency Percentage (%)Below 20yrs 78 64.520-24yrs 34 28.125-29yrs 7 5.830-34yrs 2 1.7
GenderMale 79 65.3Female 42 34.7

Marital StatusSingle 113 93.4

Sociology (from College of Management Sciences); English, History and International Relations and Theater Arts (from College of Humanities); and Computer Science, Microbiology and Phy- sics (from College of Natural Sciences). Finally, Probability Proportionate to Size (PPS) of 50.0% was used to draw the sample size giving a total of 126 respondents. However, only 121 (96.0%) copies of the instru- ment administered were returned with useful responses upon completion by the respon­dents.
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!: Nigerian Journal of Library and Information ScienceMaried 8 6.6
Religion 1Christianity 119 98.3Islam 2 1.7African Traditional Religion -

N 121Table 1 showed that 78 [64.5%) respondents were aged below 20 years. Only 2 (1.7%) were between ages 30-34 years. This means that respondents for the study were still in their youthful and active years of university education social life and the attendant youthful experience. Similarly, 79 (65.3%) of the respondents were males. This implies that there were more male students compared to females in the departments selected for the study. On marital Status, 113 (93.4%) respondents were single. This is expected as most of the respondents were single and rightly conform to their age bracket. Finally, the majority of 119 (98.3%) respondents were Christians. This could be due to the nature of the university as a faith-based institution established by the Redeemers’ Christians Church of God.
Types of social media used by undergraduate students in 
Redeemer’s UniversityTable 2 presents Information on the various types of social media used by undergraduate students.
Table 2: Social media use by Undergraduate Students in 
Redeemer's University________________________________ ___________________

Years of Social Media 
Use by Undergraduates

Frequency Percentage
f%)1-6 months . 13 10.76 months to a year - -1-2 years - - '2-3 years 7 5.8Over 3 years 101 83.5

Nuinber of Friends on Social
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer's ... 1 3 0 5..
Media Network1-20 - -21-60 - -61-100 13 10.7100- 1000 26 21.5Above1000 82 67.8
Social Media Networks UsedClassmate.com - -Cross.tv - -Blogstar 54 44.6Academia.edu 64 52.9Twitter 100 82.6Facebook 121 100.0Ebuddy 100 82.6MySpace 94 77.7Audimated.com 94 77.7Flickr 116 95.9WhatsApp 105 86.8Libra ryThing 38 31.4GetGlue - -Biip.no - -hi5 - -My Opera 13 10.7Netlog 72 59.5Open Diary 101 83.5Playfire 58 47.9Wiki 87 71.9Xanga 34 28.1
N 121Table 2 shows that 101 (83.5%) of the respondents have been using social media for over 3 years. Only 7 (5.8%) have been using social media networks for periods between 2-3 years. This implies that respondents were experienced social media users. Table 2 further reveals that 83 (67.8%) respondents had more than 1000
Pius Olatunji Olaojo PhD. and John Adeboye Oyeboade
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Nigerian Journal of Library and Information Sciencefriends on social media. 1t was found out that 121 (100.0%] respondents used Facebook, 116 (95.9%) respondents used Flickr, while 34 (28.1%) used Xanga. Based on the results in Table 2, the main social media used by the undergraduate students include: Flickr, Facebook, WhatsApp, Ebuddy, Twitter, Academia.edu, Netlog and Wiki in that Order.
Socio-economic Status of Undergraduates in Redeemer’s 
UniversityTable 3a and Table 3b present Information on the socio- economic Status that determines the use of social media by undergraduates.
Table 3a: Socio-economic Status of undergraduates
Father's/Guardian’s Highest 
Educational Qualification

Frequency Percentage
r % )Nil -SSCE 20 16.5Grade 11 Certificate 35 28.9NCE/OND - -HND/First Degree 28 23.1M.Phil/PhD 38 31.4PhD - -

Mother’s/Guardian's Highest 
Educational QualificationSSCE 13 10.7Grade 11 Certificate 7 5.8NCE/OND 21 17.4HND/First Degree 34 28.1Masters’ Degree 33 27.3M.Phil/PhD 13 10.7PhD - -
Father’s/ Guardian’s 
OccupationFarming/Trading 14 11.6Civil Servant/Government 94 77.7
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer’s ... j 1307jEmployedArtisan/Vocation Expert 13 10.7
Mother's/ Guardian's 
OccupationFarming/Trading 27 22.3Civil Servant/Government Employed 88 72.7Artisan/Vocation Expert 6 _______ 5.0
Household income per monthLess than 10,00010,000 -59,999 7 5.860,000 - 99,999 - -100,000 - 159,999 - -160,000- 199,999 28 23.1200,000 and Above 86 71.1
Undergraduates’ Monthly Up- 
keep/AHo wanceLess than 10,000 7 5.810,000 - 59,999 63 52.160,000-99,999 51 42.1
Housing - -Bungalow 9 7.4Bungalow Flat - -Duplex 10 8.3Face me and I face you - -Flat 87 71.9Story Building 15 12.4Table 3a shows that the fathers/guardians of 38 (31.4%) had M.Phil /Ph.D. while the mothers/guardians of 34 (28.1%) had HND/First Degree. This is adequate since the students’ parents/guardians were literate persons with a minimum of SSCE educational qualification prerequisite for reading and writing skills. Table 3a further shows that the fathers/guardians of 94 (77.7%) were Civil Ser-vant/government Employed. Similarly, the
Pius Olatunji Olaojo PhD. and John Adeboye Öyeboade
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mothers/guardians of 88 (72.7%} were Civil Servant/Government Employed. On household income, 86 (71.1%) indicated that their household income was 200,000 and above. Similarly, 63 (52.1%) affirmed that their monthly allowance ranged between 10,000- 59,999. This is quite in good proportion with the students' household income.

] 1308- Nigerian Journal of Library and Information Science

Table 3b: Socio-economic Status of undergraduates (Continued)
Residential Area Frequency Percentage (%)Slum area 13 10.7Estate 45 37.2Developing area 33 27.3Well-developed area 30 24.8
Housing Status .Rented apartment 40 33.1Personally owned by parents 81 66.9
Household items ownedElectric generator 36 29.8Satellite dish 114 94.2Vehicle e.g. car 115 95.0Pit Latrine/Bushy area - -Water closet toilet 121 100.0
Housing floor materials *Cement 23 19.0Mosaic (tile) 98 81.0Wood - -

Housing wall materialsCement 121 100.0Wood - -Wood/Cement "disposable" - -

Water sourcePublic well - -Buy 7 5.8Water Station - -Personal borehole/well 114 94.2
N 121
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Table 3b reveais that 87 (71.9%) of the respondents indicated that their households live in flats. However, only 45 (37.2%) had their house situated in estates. Table 3b also shows that 81 (66.9%) of the respondents indicated that they live in houses personally owned by their parents. Table 3b equally shows that 121 (100.0%) res-pondents indicated that there was a water closet (WC) toilet in their house. ln addition, 98 (81.0%) affirmed that their house floor was fixed with mosaic (tile), and 121 (100.0%) indicated that their house wall was plastered with cement. In addition, Table 3b shows that 114 (94.2%) respondents indicated that they used personal borehole/well as their sources of water supply. Based on the obser-vation from Table 3a and b, the socio-economic Status of the undergraduates that could influence their use of social media includes parental occupation, parental educational qualification, financial background, housing, and adequate sources of portable water.
Activities that the undergraduates in Redeemer’s University 
carry out on social mediaTable 4 presents the response rate on activities that under­graduates carry out on social media.

Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer’s ... j 1309 j

Table 4: Activities carried out by undergraduates on social 
media

Activities on Social Media Frequency Percentage
(%)Private/messages 80 66.1Photos 74 61.2Chat 87 71.9Wall/news 93 76.9Videos 94 77.7Events 94 77.7Music player 101 83.5Notes on academic matters 114 94.2Content links 101 83.5
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L_.«J-----------------------------------------1 3 1 0  Nigerian Journal of Library and Information ScienceGroups , 101 83.5Games 20 16.5
Activities Enjoyed more on Social 
MediaArrange to meet a group of friends 55 45.5Find out what is happening among group of friends 114 94.2Comment on photos/videos/other comments 108 89.3Share information, files, photos, documents 121 100.0Gossip/browse 13 10.7Get back in touch with other people 108 89.3Teil others about what I am doing 14 11.6Make friends 108 89.3Look for a partner/date 14 11.6Find out what has been covered in dass during non-attendance 121 100.0Exchange useful documentation and information resources for my course of study 121 100.0Resolve doubt about life at university 121 100.0Find out about activities organised by the university 101 83.5Consult recommendations on books or resources made by my lecturers 94 77.7

N 121Table 4 shows that 74 (61.2%) of the students used social media to share photograph pictures. ln the same vein, 87 (71.9%) of the respondents used social media for chatting. However, only 20 (16.5%) of the respondents played games on social media. In addition, Table 4 shows that activities enjoyed more on social media by the undergraduate students include: 114 (94.2%) respondents who used social media to find out what is happening among a group of friends, 121 (100.0%) who used social media to share
Volume 5 Num ber2 (December, 2020)
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer's , 1 3 1 1Information, files, photos and documents. However, only 13 (10.7%) respondents indicated that they used social media to gossip/browse. From the observation of responses in Table 4, undergraduates’ use of social media includes: chatting, checking through wall/news, sharing information, files, photos and documents, finding out what is happening among group of friends, making friends, among others.
Relationship between socioeconomic Status and use of social 
media by undergraduates in Redeemer's UniversityTable 5 presents information on the relationship between socio-economic Status -»and the use of social media by under­graduates at Redeemer’s University.
Table 5: The relationship between socio-economic Status and 
use of social media by undergraduate students________ ______________
Variables N r df Sig.

J e]__
RemarksSocio-economic Status 121 .816** 120 .000 SignificantUse of social media 121Table 5 shows that there is a significant relationship (r = .816**; df = 120; p < 0.05) between socio-economic Status and use of social media. This implies that students from a very high socio- economic dass are likely to use social media more than their contemporaries from a low socio-economic dass.

Discussion of FindingsThe study revealed that the main social media used by the undergraduates at Redee­mer's University include: Flickr, Facebook, WhatsApp, Ebuddy, Twitter, Academia.edu, Netlog and Wiki. The findings, there- fore, corroborates the eBizMBA
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Nigerian Journal of Library and Information Sciencetechnological tools (social net- works such as Facebook, blogs, Twitter, Instagram, Badoo, ebuddy, Linkedin, Twitter, video platforms, and so on).It was found out that so- cioeconomic factors that contri- bute more to the under- graduates' use of social media include: parental occupation, parental educational qualification, financial background, housing, and borehole/well as main sour- ces of water supply. The findings support the assertion of APA Bulletin (2009), that undergrad- duates’ socio-economic back­ground may greatly influence their online addictive behaviour since the individual's economic viability determines the quality and quantity as well as how long a good and Service could be consumed. Perhaps, this is why Shishehgar, et al. (2014) posit that socio-economic factors, also widely spoken of as SES (socio- economic Status), are two things: (1) Financial resources or income, and (2) level of edu- cation. Results revealed that undergraduate students’ use of social media includes: chatting, checking through wall/news, sharing information, flies, photos, documents, finding out what is

happening among a group of friends, making friends, among others. The findings support Raacke and Bonds-Raacke (2008) who indicated that social media provide a virtual platform where people of similar interests may gather to communicate, share and discuss ideas. The study established that there is a s ta tistica fly  significant relationship between socio-economic Status and the use of social media. The finding is in line with Brooks et al. (2011) who submitted that h igher so cio eco n o m ic Status relates to larger and denser networks but not networks with more clusters so they concluded that socioeconomic Status is not that important to build new networks but it is certainly help fu l to m aintain  existed  networks.
ConclusionThe use of the Internet to access and use social media for various purposes by undergraduates jn Nigeria including the Redee- mer's University undergraduates is becoming increasingly populär. The majority of the undergra­duates especially at Redeemer's University use different types of
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Socio-Economic Status and Use of Social Media by Undergraduates in Redeemer’s ... 1313sociaF media for leisure, enter- tainment, knowledge sharing and different academic activities. The parents/guardians of the students were literate indivi- duals, have dignifying occupa- tions, were averagely rieh and could afford to give a substantial amount of money as a monthly allowance to the students. These attributes constitute the major affluence that probably helps the students to have access to requisite ICT devices that enhance their use of social media judiciously for leisure, entertainment and academic purposes. Therefore, there is an empirical link between socio- economic Status and undergra­duates’ use of social media not only for entertainment but also for educational purposes.
RecommendationsThe following recommendations were made after having a careful look at the findings of this study:1. Social media like Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, Podcast, ClassMate, Academia, and so on are not only gaining popularity each year, they are becoming the primary form of communication

between tertiary Institution students wherever they go. Knowing this, Nigerian uni- versity authorities should explore these sites to find out what attracts students to this type of communication and thus look for the appropriate ways to channel its use towards academic matters.2. The findings that relate to the purpose of use of social media by the undergraduate students, for example, cha- tting, checking through wall/news, sharing informa- tion, sharing files and photos is an indication that more attention needs to be placed on understanding social media platforms and their signi- ficant features and be able to identify the particular media for supporting the education of tertiary institution students. Thus, the management of universities needs to not only be aware of what sites students are participating in but also the significant role that these sites have in the lives of students. Though most of the social media platforms have the potential to distract students from studying, homework, or other
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academic requirements, they usedproperlyand appropriately. can also benefit students if
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